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A smiling Peter Thomas leans for-
ward in his chair to 1

pect-mentoring project being launched
at the Universiy of Victoria on Friday.

asm while talking about bis plans to see:
similar progras fred igough uni-

s dpartments
ttvoughou Norh Americs and ather

gt bz from achieving and

dechre thar ' mold. enjoy the enthsi-

‘Thomas, who will be 66 next week,
founded Century 21 Real Esate Canada.

Organization and is chairman of the
board of rustees for the Young Entre-
neurs Association. For each of thos
international bodi por
promoting mentoring.
Thoi

mas t people like him-
selfave g responsivly 0l b
satng o
art progra airs at help-
ng 10 b e o on e
values and future direction during a
rkshop that Thomas will elplad.
will then be linked
up with a e businessperson o il
act as amentor for several months.
He expects to sce similar sessions
rolled ut n B.C. and another in Arizona
fore year's end. “T hope to come back
10 UVic next year and we'll do more stu-
dents”
nas has sirong i to Victoria. °T
had a great run here?” said Thomas, who
beaded Centuy 21 Canada rom Victo-

Naw lsing inVrbier,Swizerlnd,

workshop calle

Pter Thonas . otder of the Centry 21 Rel Exate Cannday
for d
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Tceptive o s imvolvement, Thomas
i

This week's program, valued at shout

comp 2
UVic offical sai

Pilot asks participants to exam-
ine e valuesand vt down thei

rechmh T s b b -
ed the Peter Thomas |

Keg Spirit Foundation, Thomas said.

they fi
me Seople are shocked o find that

e 199, St comptc o cam
the most money in dof

$10,000 s earto UV
hoping it would offer projec informa-
sl it would sk et cler
institutions. It has been a “delight”

shop featuring Thomas' LifePit pro-
ol

‘manual for your lie."
LifePilot_reflects Thomas' own
approach. “I's the way Ilive my life"
Each student applied to partcipate
nd

Thomas saic,Forexample, ‘Someons
‘may say family y work

at leads 1o stess. “If you ae not
livingin syne withyour beifs and your
valugs, you are not happy.
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After the LifePilot session, mentors
and young people be assigned to each
other. Thomas believes thata |
gap works well and is keen to see men-
toswrkingwith Young people just s
ing ot afe school

entors are volunteering about eight
monthe of helr e through face b e
‘meetings, e-mails and telephone calls, he
E

from LifePilot workshops,
which e held i mationally, support
social and health initiatives in memory
of Todd Thomas, son of Peter and former
wife, Donna, who took his own life in
2000 by jumping from the 14th floor of
the New York Plaza Hotel. Todd Thomas,
an arist, was 36 years old when he died.

In December 2001, Peter and Donna
Thormas announced the donation of $1
million for unit for men-

based in the U.S., focuses on mental
health issues. The Canadian Thomas
Foundation targets more child-related
programs, Peter Thormas said.

Todd has been the inspiration and
motivation behind LifePilot, his father
ay we can honor and cele-
Brte Todd's W So far, LifePilot nas
raised more than $1 million, Thomas said

ocal members of the Young Entre-
preneurs Association are backing the pro-
eram. said volunteer mentor John
Papaloukas, 40, of Villages Pizza. “Itis
an opportunity to give back to all the uni-
versity kids.*

Steven Dagg, Copeland Communica-
tions Ltd. president,is another volunteer
mentor who appreciates those who men-
tored him. As a mentor, “You challenge
yourself, then you both lear.”

Ali Dastmalchian, dean of UVic’s fac-
ulyofbusiess,prses Thomas'passon

tal health at the expanded Royal Jubilee
Hospital. The Todd Thomas Foundation,

support for busi-
ness students. “Students look up to him
and appreciate his sponsorship program™

Ron Mitchell, a UVic business pro-
fessor who has worked closely with
Tuconas, e Wi cherscir bPilcs
is “one of the most innovative personal
planning ideas that has ever come along.”
As for Thomas® relationship with
UVic, “We've never had a better mentor,”
Mitchell said.
rock Smith, another UVie professor,
spprecites the fnancaland moral stp-
port Thomas b e anticiy]
“Over the

g stk Nt Fiekir
21, was one of five entrepreneurship stu-
dents to win the Peter Thomas Innova-
tion Project competition in May for rais-
ing several thousands dollars to make an
informational DVD for new UVic stu-
dents. Thomas spoke to students and
hosted a dinner on his boat

“He's a really inspirational guy.”
Fielder said. “It's always good to hear
tips from people who have been suc-
cessful”
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